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SPECIAL EDUCATION PROGRAMS IN TAIWAN, REPUBLIC OF CHINA 



X. Background Information 



Taiwan, cne of the thirty-five provinces in the Republic 
of China, which haa a population of about fourteen millions, is 
a m.inll, peach-leaf -shaped island with an urea of 35,y6l sequare 
kilometers* When the National Government moved to this temparary 
seat in 1950, Taiwan, hardly recovered from the ravages of the 
Second World. War, had a frail educational structure with an 
attendance rate of School-age children { six years compulsory 
education from 6 to 12 ) of 79. and two special schools for 
i he blind and the deaf accommoda t ring 3b4 sensorially handicapped 
children and youth. During the last twenty years elapsed, the 
Government, succeeds in realizing the economic growth os well os 
the educational progress under the acute increase of population 
( with 3.2^ growth rate and 2,4# natural increase ) and relatively 
mcagt natural resources. 

According to 1969 statistics, the number of elementary 
school enrollment reached to 2,42b,04l, an increase of 26 7.71# aj 
compared with those of I 95 O, and the school attendance rate for 
(his age group of school children has risen to *>7.62#» In the 
field of special education, the number of children and youth who 
benefit special education programs approximately totaleo 4170, a 
remarkable increase of 1100# in two decades. 

Tjic educational opportunity of handicapped children and 
vuuth is guaranteed by the constitutional and legal provisions in 
ii ic Republic of China. Article 139 of the Chinese Constitution 
:■! Li pul;, tes that " all citizens shall nave equal opportunity to 
receive an education " and on January 27i 1968 the Government 
promulgated another enactment providing a program of nine-year 
universal free education in which article 10 states that " The 
.‘ducational authorities ought to provide special education faci- 
lities or to assure appropriate school attendance opportunity for 
Inc physically and sensorially handicapped, mentally retarded and 
, .ifted children ° • 

Regulations concerning the Extension and Improvement of 
special Education recently promulgated by tho fiinistry of Education 
enumerates the categories of exceptional children who suould be 
taken care of by the special education programs. The article 2 
.-.takes it clear that M Those who receive special education., besides 
the gifted children of which will be regulated otherwise, include 
tho following categories of persons : 

(1 ) Tho mentally retarded | (2) The visually impaired j (l) The 
acoustically impaired', (4) Those with speech handicap; (5) The 
or Lliopcdical ly handicapped; (6) Those with chronic medical disorders; 
(7l The socially maladjusted and emotionally disturbed 1 '. Though 
the school attendance of those children is not compulsory, the local 
educational authorities are obligatory to provide the educational 
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facilities for tjicm. The article 3 of the same regulations pro- 
claims that »' The opportunity for the fundawen tal education of 
those groups of person mentioned abovs should be fully assured by 
Lne local educational authorities M . 



I i . Present Situation 



It is interesting to observe that while the Republic of 
Cnina realizes a remarkable oducational progress, its educational 
services for handicapped children are still very insufficient. 2t 
is t lien Justifiable to raise the question. " Does the educational 
development of a certain region or country exhibit different rate 
of growth within itself 11 ? If it does, then we may assume that the 
■pocial education in Taiwan represents the underdeveloped area 
'nV/fuil expansive system. Decauso it is not easy to explain how 
eaii m an educational s>stem wnero oxist l j 1 higher education inr.fi- 
Liri- i ona with ld*J , 215 students and 6^3 secondary schools with b 72 ,t '77 
hi.-.li scjiouI students and 155 | 9^7 vocational school studei te, on.y 
o special schools in addition to 4l special classes in the regular 
schools could be found. 



Tnc marked increase of the school-age attendance rate 
( h7»02"'> at elementary level and about 73. at junior high school 

level ) logo trier with acute shortage of educational facilities for 
iioml icapped pupils indicates that exceptional children and \oulh 
in Taiwan are not sufficiently well token care of. This problem 
is particularly critical for certain croup of exceptional pupils. 

So far the special education in Taiwan covers only tun blind, tho 
deaf, tne emotionally disturbed, the cripple and a very limited 
number of mental deficient children. No educational facilities 
tackle with the children with hard of hearing, the partially sight, 
speech disorders or learning disability. It is apparent that they 
ajv disseminated in the regular classes overpopulated. ( Tno 
statistics show that the average number of per class was 5b. 22 in 
lhG c > ). Under tills Circumstance, while most of the tenenej's arc 
overcharged and preoccupied with the academic achievement of theiv 
pupils, these educationally handicapped pupils ar<* always considered 
eitiicr us " problem children " or as w the f c ebl emi ndedl ** , 



This fact nad not been well recognized by the public un t i 1 
c..c passage of "Nine-Year Fundamental Education Act". Tho extension 
of universal education to the junior high school brought the problem 
of exceptional pupils to the fore. While in realizing tho ideal of 
11 Vue education without selection ", the junior high schools 
( r>uo Jiing Chung Ilsueh) encounter a lot oX problems in adapting itself 
to meet the multiplicity of needs of the students so variously 
t;oi.,jiOSC(J, it is in this context that educational authorities engage 
ii. developing a variety of programs to meet tne critical nerds of 
eui.Cut ionally subnormal pupils, at the same time, the problem oi 
Handicapped pupils draws a wide-spread public concern. 

Aside from tne fact discussed above, it would be necessary 
for us to understand certain obstacles relevant to the development 
of special education in Taiwan . 
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( 1 ) instead of emphasis upon the Solf -ac tunl t i on of exceptional 

individual i tlie special education is always regarded in China 
as a philanthropic action destined to solve the social 
problems and to alleviate tho burden of parents. IFridar tJiis 
orientation, not only the educational {;onls are deviated 
from what they ougut to bo, but the special education faci- 
lities are net well intograted in the school system. With 
the same reason that only the severely handicapped persons 
arc taken into consideration in elaborating special education 
programs . 

( 2 ) Due to the aspiration of parents to a scholastic career for 

tiseir children, ( an attitude commonly existing in traditional 
societies where the intellectual keeps a relatively high 
social status J and limited number of senior high schools 
and universities, the competition to succeed in the entrance 
examination becomes keenor and keener, it resulted that the 
educational goals lor both parents and tcacaers become 
primarily to push children to climb up the school ladder 
from one level to another, it is also logical to place strong 
emphasis on good achievement in " main subjects rf wuich me 
related to the entrance examina tion . Tine reputation of schools 
and tno compotence of class teachers are judged, mos t often 
than not, with t.xe percentage of their pupils that nave 
succeeded in passing the entrance examination to a upper 
level. Vnder such a circumstance, it is natural that ti.c 
educationally subnormal pupil.* including tno hand i capped 
«, re not welcomed in tne regular classes, and in most Cases, 
ccac..urs care only the most promising onus in order to 
increase the prestige*, they pay no attention to the drop-.-uis. 

( 3 j because of limited natural resources and necessary defense 

expenditure, the educational budget of the Uepuhlic of China 
is not tremendous. ( Kd.ica t ional expend i t nr e is about 
U.S. $ol millions in 1^68, 4.(^6^ of GNP ). In view of the 
high cost and limited resources available for those purposes, 
the education of exceptional children is not considered ;i5 
a priority project. Tile educational policy decision is always 
under the pressure of school-age population and manpower 
demands for economic growth. Special education facilities arc 
at a disadvantage in obtaining financial support, besides, 
the contribution of voluntary organizations to the educational 
services of exceptional children in Taiwan is not satis- 
factory. 



j ; i . integrating tho blind Children in Kleinontary Schools 

hi storical ly speaking, education of the blind is the earliest 
i j eve loped in nation ( the first school was sot up in 1870 ) mid in 
ti.e Province of Taiwan ( in lbb6 ) among the diverso categories Of 
s f >«-cial scuools. However, there are now cnly throe special schools 
. or U;e blinds in the llopubl ic of China - two residential public 
schools and one residential private school supported by the voluntary 
organization. The stuaents enrolled are no more than 35b. 

Tiio statistics sliow that there were about 23»7bO blinds 
in Taiwan in 1^63. The educational authorities estimate* that liirri* 
i i f more tiian two thousands school-age blinds and partially sighted 
ri.i h.ren in Taiwan, for the latter prone, . because of lacking sight- 
saving classes, most of them are accommodated in regular classes 
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without any special education assistance. 

Under tlio aid of the American Foundation lor Overseas niintf 
;aifi the llrlICbf, the Taiwan Provincial Department of ICducation 
launched an integrated program for the blind in 1965 and helped 10 
revitalized the blind education in Taiwan. Dr. Stanley fc. Bourgeault 
of the AfGB, working as a consultant, plays an important role in 
realizing this reputed program. 

Tne integrated program itself is in fact comprehended sever. 1 1 
pro je c t s • 

{ 1 ) Establishiaont of a teacher training center at Provincial 

Tainan Junior Normal College, so far 30 itinerant toaciior 
have been trained. 

( 2 ) An extensive survey for blind cuildren under the age 
of 21 lias been conducted, it resulted in finding 1 
unoducated blind children a?ld youth, among them lb*) 
have been placed in the regular classes with the* 
special help from itinerant teacher of his community, 

( 3 / Organization of a Braille Publishing Center where text 
books and other teaching materials in Braille have been 
prepared. w 

( 4 ) Translation and publ icat ionjref e rence materials, a 

collection named " Education of the Blind " including 
more than 20 titles have been edited and distributed. 

{■ 5 ) Production of the necessary equipments for the 

instruction cf blind children. 

At the moment when the program was initiated, the public, 
including parents of the blind, received it with suspect while the 
immediate reaction from the residential schools was iios t i 1 e . Never I ha - 
less, this program £urns out to be a successful one and the coopera- 
tion between the integrated program and tue residential one seems to 
become possible. 



IV. ftenevating liducotion of the i>eaf 

Currently there are about 2330 deaf pupils enrolled in tour 
special residential schools for the deaf of which two thousands pupils 
arc elementary arid Junior high school level and neither special class 
in regular school nor integrated program ever exist in the Kepublic 
of China. 

In coniparai son , according to his sampling survey, Dr. Lao- 
Tcb Vang estimates l hat the prevalence of the severe hearing loss 
l more than 60 db , ISO) among the school* age Indents in Taiwan would 
,».> it represents a population of ortpl/n forly thousands 

children of 6-15 ag es old with profound hearing i (paired. Kxcopt for 
a very small part of them could be illiterate, most of tike hard-of- 
1. faring children are scattered about in the regular schools without 
any special help. 

It is until the last decode teachers 01 the school lor the 
ueaf in Taiwan recognize the fact that the normal moons of conr.n in i- 
n.tion should tje by oral spoech and lip-reading. However, the teaching 
speech io the (ijuf is still limited tc small-scale expert me ntb • fast 
of the teachers in spocial school for the deaf tolerate sign language 
and hesitate to carry out their teaching by oral method. So.»o of the 
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pr:.c Li onners ev«n argue tlint only a small proportion of children 
can really f.rasp li p- rendi ng and speaking woll enough to make tnese 
.1 iioijii.il mode of communication, they insist that Chinese lan/.un^c 
is much different l’rom European lan^ua^e by that there are many 
words pronounced tnc same way but with <luite different meaning and 
ijnis insist that sign language is irropl acnb I o . Nevertheless, 

1 nngiiage laboratory has been set up in each of the schools, and 
speech read in/; with auditory traininj are carried on upon experi- 
mental basis to the children of primary level, 

Tie reform of education of the deaf has been elaborated, 

Li jO project includes: 

{ 1 ) tls tabl i sh ing a committee in order to reconsider the 

role of si t ;n languago in the education of the deaf, 

( 2 ) Studying the eventual possibility of an integra i n f ; 

program for the deaf at the elementary school level, 

( 3 ) Investigating and identify! rj/; the hard - r f-henr i ii/t 
cnildren in tne regular schools and setting up the 
special classes for t.iese aurally handicapped pupils, 

( 4 ) Assuring the oral method as the prime language of 
instruction. An environtneut must bo created and 
maintained in which speech in i 1 1 1 be experienced ne 
a vitally significant mean of c omniun i cn t i on • Conse- 
quently* the sign language apply ing in the existing 
schools shall be encouraged to abandon while now sri.ools 
shall bo established as pilot schools for this purpose, 

( 5 ) A laboratory of language teaching for the deaf shall 
be set up at tlie National Taiwan Norin.il University in 
1<>71 and in-service training for the special to.iclu rs 
is pi anned • 

( 6 ) Providing adequate diagnostic and evaluative services 
and establishing speech- teaching class at preschool 
level either in special schools or attached to regular 
elementary schools. 



V . R estructuring t he Program for the Or t hopedi cal iy ‘Handicapped 
Children 

There arc at present one public residential school and thirty- 
six special classes providing for approximately 1300 crippled pupils. 

Special classes are available in three kinds of contexts : 
l 1 ) Special classes in ordinary schools; { 2 ) Special classes 

attached to rehabilitation centers or hospitals; ( 3 ) Special classes 
organized by child welfare institutions. Most of the special classes 
la regular schools are incorporated with a medical core center or a 
sheltered asylum where accommodates the physically handl capped children 

The fact that more than of tnc children and youth who 

receive special education now are acute post-polio ensos raises a 
question about the appropriateness af the current pro,, ram, Due to tlie 
progress of public health, tho polio coses have been diminished in 
Taiwan and that the ratio of polio in the population of cripple is 
getting smaller and smaller. It is believed that some day to come 
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i i will bo propel.}' under controlled and thus the composition of 
special class population will be completely altered. 

An investi/.ntion designated by the Ministry of iCducat i on 
i ■« • j>oi* Led tu.it only a certain proportion of tne pupils who net uni ly 
. i-coivud special education really needed, judging with inod i. rn- 
ikm t ion*il point of view, a special class or to stay in special 
sci.ool; i'or the rest of the population, who arc* mildly handicapped 
«>r Liopurj ica l ly , needed an integrated program with tue help oi' itinerant 
i. acjier. Vice same report suggested that cerebral palsied children 
( no exact figure of provalonco in Taiwan is available now ), who 
Mii’iered multiple handicaps in most cases, nave to be taken c.iro oi' 
by special schools arid special classes. 

However, the special school and special classes in ro.pmlr 
sc.jnuls are not ready to acc oimnoda t e cerebral palsied children 
( especially for those severely injured ). The reason is that it is 
mt easy financially for a special scho >1 to maintain a rlinicaJ 
. nd I'm- a special class to have n special teacher with nonroinusmi la r 
reeducation training. In spite of the dl l*f icul ties that may pi wsi.nl , 
mo? educational authorities are proparii<j to res true lur in/: l he pro,.ran 
lor this croup of exceptional pupils. Tho following approaches are 
under consideration: 

( 1 ) To deplace those who shall benefit more in the normal 

environment among the pupils who are in special schools 
and special classes now, 

( 2 ) To establish resource roctn in certain sti’ntcc, • <>llv 
situated elementary schools wncre intogr. ■ program 
for tho physically handicapped might be <1cvv l opped , 

( 3 ) To broaden the therapeutic horizon both in special 
school and in special classes. 



V i . Establishing Pilot Classes for the Mentally Hetord ^d 

Special education oi' tho mentally retarded children dir! imi 
cdsf in Taiwan until 1^62 whan Taipei Municipal Uureau of i«>/urn t i on, 
in cooperation with Taipei Child Mental Health Center ami Provincial 
i a i wan ii lumen tary Schrol Teacuor In-Service Tiainiu<; Cuilcr, sml up 
■ « pilot class for this group of children at an elementary school, 
i t <i the technical aid of a mental health team, the piloi class 
screened twenty-nine mildly retarded children from more* than hundred 
, . ;>;j L i con t s and was equipped with three special teachers fur this 
i* x purdmoJital task. For the convenience of teaching, the pupils were 
. urr.nor divided into two groups, the cider group with fifteen children 
t, iiiie the younger group with fourteen. 

I 

The raodost beginning won tho cupport, both l i om tao odncation.il 

Miritics nnci from the public, thus. after one years ex po c i miec , two 

, wore formally separated into tv o clashes and n third class 

w.,s set up in September l*/63» In larch 1^65, ouu class end was 
initiated in three more elementary schools at Taipei and another class 
was added to the original school. At the same time, , mother group 
of el oven teachers who have already completed one year spec ini emic.Uio 
ir, uning for this purpose joined to tills pilot class project, 

Kvuji though the pilot clause* did not succeed in ex pvuid i n,; 

, o haeomo an overall nationwide program, the c on t ribu 1 i oil nl' ibis 
pro , 1 'hin is nevertheless tremendous . .%t first, tue io classes n»*n*>»* 
interest of the general public in tin problem of mentally retarded 
children. Secondly, the clinical and teaching experiences accumnl ti ted 



o 

ERIC 



7 



c.tirinr; tnc operation of these classes', particularly the new curriculum 
designed in lavor of' the adjustment of those pupils, are user .1 
resources which may serve as the basis i'or i'lirtiu r development of 
the education of mentally subnormal children in Taiwan, 

Pilot classes for the educuble mentally retarded pupils 
at Lae secondary education level came into existence in September 
J-V 7 l >, two years after the Nine-Year Fundamental Education Act was 
officially put into effect. As ve have indicated above, the ivteution 
of universal education to junior high school has on immense impact 
upon education in Taiwan, it results in uncovering a lot of 

problems having overshadowed by the preparation for competitive 
<■ n trance exam hint 1 on in the schools. Once the orientation alters, 
the problems of student's adjustment to tho class come to the loro, 
i\i<i public focus now their attention on tne exceptional pupils, in 
particular, educationally subnormal pupils. 

In respond ini; to this critical demand , the Kesenrch Insti- 
tute of Education, National Taiwan Normal University develops a test 
program serving for educational diagnosis arid homogeneous grouping 
for instruction in the junior high schools;. In addition to three 
scales ( General Ability Test, Study Jlabit Inventory, Psvehomo l or 
»b 1 1 i ty Tost ) which have already been constructed during 1 1 M 70 , 

four aptitude tests are in elaboration this year, and three others 
tests ( Vocational Interests Inventory, Personality Inventory, 

Junior High School Student Achievement Tests ) shall be undertaken 
'ii 'the third year. Besides, the Jlesearch Institute of Education 
develops a special education program designed to demonstrate effective 
approach to assisting the retardates during tiieir junior high school 
years. 



In cooperation with the Taipei Municipal Bureau of Kdnc.i t ion , 
U.e Research Institute of Education has organized lour pilot ch.saes 
for the cducablo mentally retarded in the junior high schools in 
Vnipei in l f >70. This program tries to establish a model for the 
special classes in the junior high school and also aims at the 
following objectivesi 

( 1 ) To investigate the cognitive structure, the learning 

process and tne behavior characteristics nf the oducable 
mentally retarded. 

{ 2 ) to develop the diagnostic and evaluative tcchriiniios 

of the retarded, the difi'oron t i al diagnosis between 
mental retardation and spocific learning disabilities 
is ernphasi 7,ed , 

( 3 ) To elaborate a curriculum guide applicable to the 

level of junior high schools for the special teacm’rs. 

( ^ ) To accumulate teaching techniques and general 

experiences of the education of the retarded. 



The students of the pilot classes arc mainly composed of two 
: roups l those who wore identified with the aid of in to J l ■ n t. lusts 
J min the students who entered the Junior high school n ill Tiiip.'i in 
o opt ember 1970 and those who completed their six-year compulsory 
education in the special classes of the elementary school s * Mach 
pilot class consists of 15 to 20 students who have a 3 .<*. of 50 
to 70 and a CA of 12 to Lb. Three teachers are assigned to each 
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class and arc responsible for most of the educational activities. 

As the special education p» o/rrams terminate the public school education 
for most of the retarded, the curriculum is expected to a combination 
of academic subject matters and the social-occupational skills that 
retardates need to function in society. 

The pioneer work of the Research Institute of Education in 
its attempt to tackle with the problem of mentally subnormal children 
at tuo junior high school level ( which represents y<\ of tho ago 
population } gives an inputus to the effor i iti this direction. Taipei 
Municipal Bureau of Education aas decided ,o set up ten other piiol 
classes next year. It is recognized that the establishment of pilot 
class might diminish the negative affects t f inappropriate learning 
and accompanying frustration experienced by the retardates in the 
regular classes, this ac'-’on also offers the promise to ameliorate 
the existing situation oi public school. 

Another program concerning the e stabl i slime nt of 50 pilot 
classes for the cducable mentally retarded children at the cl eiuen tnr> 
school level in the Rrovinee of Taiwan Is already on its preparatory 
stage, Provincial Taipei Junior Normal College, with the aid of 
l 'NIC fir and East-West Center, Hawaii, is responsible lor the opera- 
tion of this program. Taiwan Provincial Department of Education has 
worked out a five-year plan designing to ini titute ten pilot classes 
each yenr.s, the first ten classes shall be crganize.l in 1 ^ 71 * 



VI l , preparing Special Teachers j 

To a very largo degree, the worth 0 / the specltl education 
program for exceptional children depends up.;n the quality of the 
Umcning staff. However, the f ac t is that tjie shortage of trained, 
t,un 1 i fi od personnel becomes acute in the Republic of China at present. 
Recognizing this fact, true educational authorities attempt to launch 
a variety of programs with a view to preparing special teachers 
urgently needed. J 

The pioncor effort began in 1^63 v«/ien tho Taipei Municipal 
bureau of Education earmarked a sum of nior/ey to Taipei Chile Mental 
health Center for the training of teacncr/ who prepared to operate 
the pilot classes for the mentally retarded children. Tho ouration 
of training was orio year. j 

Tho Itinerant Teacher Training Center of tho Blind loeutod 
at the Provincial Taiwan Junior Normal College was establisned i a 
iu 66 . For the first time a permanent institute of this kind was 
organized and nia in tai ned . All the participants have two years of 
expo L'icncos in elementary school teaching. Tho trailing progri m 
wl'i'ors ono full year of study leave at regular pay, a waiver of all 
ins t \ tut j oriol feos, full board and lodging in a student hostel. 

Ten to fifteen teachers are trained eash year. 

Four years later, another center of the s.wio kind hut 
i.Lf>)i',ncd to prepare the special teachers of mentally retarded wns 
set up at Provincial Taipoi Junior Normal College. Jt lina been 
decided that twenty teachors will be trained each year. 
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Taiwan provincial Dopartnent of Education organized two work- 
shops in the summer of 196b and 19&9. Each workshop offered one month 
in-service training courses for about forty teachers of special school. 

'fiio teacher training program at the Research institute of 
Education, National Taiwan Normal University, offers another model 
which seems to be not only economic but also practical. ]n recogni- 
tion of the critical needs for competent special teachers necessary 
for u.c operation of pilot classes, the Research Institute of Education 
worked out a teacher training program with an annual budget less than 
b.S.-'i^GOO. Twelve teachers were selected by the school* where i:he 
pilot class located. All of* them are university graduates majoring in 
education, psychology or social work. 

This program is actually composed of two parts, it begins 
i* i tii u workshop which offers one-month pre-service training courses 
for attendants and followed by in-service guidance lasting for the 
vj.olo year. 



J i is for this purpose that the Research Institute of Educat ion 
si ts up a working team which provides in-service guidance and toclmlc.il 
ii'is i stance to the special teachers. The working team moots all the 
special teachers once a week either at tho Institute or in the school 
vt ere pilot class is located. 

Tho rolo of the working team is: 

. ( 1 ) To inform the special teachers the recent knowledge of 

special education by arranging the group discussion ami 
by translating foreign basic reference materials into 
Chinese. 

( 2 ) To assist in the case conference and serve as a clinical 
team, 

( 3 ) To work with tho teacher for preparing a curriculum 
guide. 

Ml | To evaluate the effectiveness of the teaching programs, 

( 5 ) To design and conduct the research and experimentation 
on mental retardation. 



VI It. Cons t ructing Curriculum Guides for Special Schools 

Until now the special schools in Taiwan organize its teaching 
pro 4 , ruins according to an official* curriculum guide prescribed by Lne 
biit is try of Education for the regular clnsn. In most of the cutis#* 
certain modifications are made to meet the specific need of exceptional 
; up i l s . Nevertheless, it still can not fit the purpose. 

Recognizing that the curriculum fo. - special schools and 
>;»ecial classes should be more flexible and ad jus tincii v-nrionted » the 
, , atry of Education decided to construct a series of curriculum 
guides specifically designed for each category of exceptional punils. 

Co i iseijueu 1 1 y , A Standing Committee for Curriculum Development .or 
..pedal Scnools was set up in July 1969, more than seventy exports 
participated in such a complicated task. T.iis standing committee is 
roiiiposcd of many eub-c oitimi t te e s designated to make special studies 
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or to discuss and draft the teaching guide lor various subject fields, 
ft, L.s planned that foi r sets of curriculum /;uidc for each of the fol luwi 
groups of exceptional children shall ce comploted and issued within 
three years.* ( 1 j The blind, { 2 ) Tie deaf, ( 3 ) The physically 
. aiidicapped, ( 4 ) The mentally retarded, 

ISach set of curriculum guide is composed of many parts: 

( 1 ) Description of general goal, li-To function and objectives of 

each teaching unit, { 2 ) Course of study ( or field of oxperience ) 

■ iid division of time, ( 3 ) Guideline for teaching activity, ( k ) 
pertinent teaching material. 

According to the outline of t tie curriculum considered, the 
dais of special education programs should be placed on realization 
<«/ individual potentiality, social adjustment, diminution of hand j cu ps , 
development of self -management etc.. Consequently, the emphases of the 
curriculum are placed on the acquisition of 'kills anil knowledge 
iwr.n instrumental value( such as in n a thcnatics ) , health and civic 
morality, language art, vocational tiaining, fine arts, social studios 
u.ia tcicnco. 



\ X . Cone 1 us ion 

In recent years, the govern-m-nt has become Inc tens in,- ly 
concurred about the nation-wide problems of handicapped children 
uiid youth. This concern has timnlfcsi sd itself in the nfore-mont i oncii 
programs aimed at ameliorating some >f these problems. 

Although the efforts’ and notable advances Imvc been mode i u 
li.o p.'ust dfiCtidc , the educational services for exceptional children 
in Taiwan are stiLl far frotn< the well - in tentional {Coals that the 
uducnlional autiioritics have conceived. Many well-planned projects 
. ci.mii, ori Socioeconomic ground, in th^ blue-print stage. 

It is interesting to observi that there appears an increasing 
is tication on the appropri a tone: s of residential program wnicii 
is traditionally set for almost any category of exceptional children, 
itiiid the past years, a shifting euphasis upon the integrated system 
if.s become evident. It is recognized that the handicapped child 
should be included in regular schoo. program to tne full 1st puss bite 
<;xto»t with a view to preparing for normal life in the cumiTiuni ty . 

This conceptual change is manifested itself in the education of the 
blind and also in the remarkable upsurge in the oral education 
{ instead of sign language ) for th 3 deaf pupils. 

Another tendency i 3 the increasing concern about the service 
;\>r the educationally handicapped pupils - a group of persons whose 
.nreii ior special educational help is no less than the profound 

orially handicapped, cripple or mentally deficient children, 
i.i is group consists of pupils with s ( 1 ) Partial ly-s i g kit , ( :> 1 

J odvrati’ hearing Joss, ( 3 ) SpeocJ) defects, { ) Kjilcpsy, l' • 

specific learning disabilities, and ( 0 .) mine a t Iona 1 m bnoiinnltiy 
with emotional coriplication. This new horizon implies the expansion uf 
r. pcciiil education programs to cover a school-aged population which 
i.oublc or triple in number the subjects that are actually served fc r * 
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i t is one thine; to say that tuis ,;ro»|) of children and \oiiti- 
uivo already attended school and are educated, but it is finite imai,. r 
;..i I ud’ to tool sure that these pupils educationally handicapped are 
. . ;< projiri n t oly educated. Kvon though it is inevitable that certain 
.lap lOiwfjon one's academic achievement and intellectual potentiality 
could bo existed, t.«e undoracliiovencnt due to handicaps such as wn.it 
.lave been enumerated in the fore^olni; paragraph represents the in- 
.•pproprintencss of educational program to the pupil , the deprivation 
of special education facilities involves a defect in the educational 
M5t *rm . 



Since the extension of fundamental education in lhOS, the 
torn " manta) retardation " has been in voi'Uu , Both the school t racket's 
. ud ti t* public talk of the problem of mentally retarded, however, n 
cl i ideal inquiry will find that a ^rcat number of children ivi;nr«k'i 
ns intellectually subnormal are really educationally subnormal i'iu.iiT 
*.«,nri mentally damaged, the development of psychomed i cal service 
seoihs to be necessary for assuring an accurate (lii'1'cruntiaL diagnosis. 

in audition to adequate diagnostic and evaluative service, 
it is widely felt t ha - ru'ional centers of educational research and 
i iiM fictional materials lor the handicapped are urgently needed, in 
responding to this demand. National Taiwan Normal University has 
uociued to set up a special education center which shall bo operated 
in lv> 71 . Tne center is designed: 

* ( 1 ) To conduct basic research on learning process and its 

problems concerned ( such at earning disabilities 
and mental deficiency ) and to carry on oxperi men tat i on 
in the application of new findings and techniques 
concerning special education. 

( 2 ) To seive as educational center for the in-seivice and 

pre-service training of professional personnel.. 

( 3 ) To seive as educational media and material center. 

{ *4 ) To conduct nation-wide assessment and survey for tho 
collection and aialysis of prevalence, personal and 
socioeconomic characteristics of the handicapped 
chi Idren. 

It is expected that more of child guidance clinics or ding- 
;io-, tic and therapeutic services such as Taipei Child Mental Jlygiune 
igiiiic will be established in Taiwan. It is obvious that psycho* 
lujiiical service agencies will play on important role* in developing 
: M >, oial education programs and contribute concomitantly to training 
..tin research. At the present stage, none of the service agencies 
. ftr exceptional children can alienate itself from thei r secondary 
.unctions such rs training, and research, ft is absolutely nocessarv 

c coordination and collaboration amor/* different institutions 

nd services concerned should be assured in favor ol the mob i 1 i /at. i on 
of resources. 

In conclusion, the special education in the Uepublic of China 
is still at its first stage of development. Nevertheless, it lias 
already exemplified progxess, and its future is promising. 
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